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Montana's two-year colleges and two-year

programs have many success stories to share.

Let me introduce you to Alex Jardon who

is now applying for a PhD program at the

University of Montana in Missoula. Alex,
a home-school student graduate, began

his education at the UM Helena College

of Technology (UMH) in 2006 with no idea as to what major or

degree he would pursue. Alex discovered his love of psychology

at UMH and completed his Associate of Science transfer degree in

2009. He then enrolled in Carroll College where he completed his

bachelor's degree in psychology and is now beginning his pursuit

of a doctorate.

Dawn Moltzan from the MSU-Great Falls College of Technology is

another success story. Dawn was working full time at the Great Falls

Rescue Mission when she had a child born with a heart condition.
Attempting to better provide for herself and her family, Dawn

moved to Maryland where she continued her work with a rescue

mission and resumed her studies at the University of Maryland.

Dawn eventually moved back to Great Falls where she completed

her associate degree from MSU-Great Falls. She is now furthering

her dream by pursuing a bachelor's degree in human resources and

is providing training for Rescue Missions nationwide.

continued on next page
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Stories like Alex's and Dar,vn's Llnderscore rvhy, in September 2AAg ,

the Officc ol' thc (lommissioner ol' Higher Education suhrnittecl
a major proposal to the Lumina Foundation for Education to
increase the visibility, accessibility and level of participation in
the State's trvo-year colleges. Montana's proposal was selected

by tl're Lumina Foundation as one of seven in the nation to be

funded. Governor Brian Schu'eitzer, a strong advocate of tn'o-]'ear
education and rvorkforce development. has been an enthusiastic
supporter of this initiative, since its inception,

This proposal highlighted some of Montana's serious needs and

opportunities. These include: lc-ru' tu,o-).ear college participation
rates, lack of identity and community awareness of- many of
Montana's trvo-year colleges. projected declines in numbers of
high school graduates, and the need to develop flexible educational
opportunities for rvorking adults.

The proposal resulted in the creation of the College !llioW initiatir,'e.
\fr/e vierv our efforts rvith College INOW As a "game changer" for
trvo-year education in Montana. Montana's trvo-year participation
rates in 2002 put us at 49th in the nation (ll Vo of all undergracluate
students r,vere enrolled in our puhlic two-year colleges versus the

national arterase of 46To).p

The Montana Boarrcl of Rege nts helier,es our t\r'rt-)'ear colleges hat'e
the capacity for significant gron'th that w'ill increase afforclable
and accessible educational oppoftunities for a greater numher of-

students like Alex and Dawn.

A fundamental assumption of the CollegelNO\il/ initiative is that
we can create a rvell-recognized and responsive trvo-year college
system for the state of Montana rvithout changing the institutional
governance n-lodels. Students rvho need the services provided by a

comprehen sive t\\,o-year c'ol I ege (i nc I udi ng tran sfer degrees ) don' t
care about organizational struc-ture. They care about recognizing,
finding , and accessi ng helpful programs and services " In sorne cases ,

students are intimidated by and unprepared for the environment
and cost of a large c'ollege or university. The hope of the Regents is
that this initiative rvill help Montanans see that starting college at

a tu'o-year campus is an accessible and affordable rvay to prepare

for a career or for transfer to a four-year carTlpus.

The Regents, rvith thc support of Governor Brian Schu'eitzer, are

committed to supporting the CollegeIF{OW Initiative and believe
it rvill serve as a catalyst for transforming Montana's trvo-year
colleges into a high performing nationally recognized model. It
is the intent of the Initiative to develop a model to serve more

of Montana's citizens rvho rvish to enter the lvorkforce, change

careers, build their skill and knolledge base, or begin initial access

to a higher degree. This initiative is about increased opportunity
and potential for all Montanans.
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This is thrr Iirst uf rcgr.llirr qr.rartcr-lr prrrgress

reports I plan to prnvide rlR the N'{ontar-lir

Universitv S3'stem College !tr{OlU initiatil'e"
I first n'nuld likr" to rr:cngnize thc inrrredible
leadership and cfturts ttnm mtr" predecessrlr-,

Dr. h'{itrv Sheehtr' l\{ce n'hn serl'ed as the
first Deputl. [-t-unt'nissir)ner fcr Tlvn-Yeur
Erlur-"trtiun atrr-l Collese !hlf]\ry Directur tor

hrlt-urtana. Dr. h'tue rlirected the flollege lllOW initiative tranr the
heginning of the grant in Septerr-rber lfiUq thrnugh fall Zfl1il. tr began
mY ne\\' role as depr-lt3' cnrttn=lissinRer oR -Tianuarl' I - 2U 1 X succeeding
fJr. Moe.

Thanks tu the fantastic planning and strategl'etfnrts uf thc first Zil
mnnths af College !trNO\\', r[tre initiatiue is nr]\\' pnisecl tn r-nolne intt-r

its implementatinn phase n'trrich u'ill run through the remainder of the
gratrt in December 2tll3. The Cnllege!l{OW grant implementaticn
n'ill he guided Lr1' a 19 rnenlber Implernentation Te am"

,4,t-cor-nplishrnellts uvcr the lirst phnse r-rf thc *Hrunt inulr.ldc:

r fioard nt Rege nts (BtlR) appru\'iil nf htntttanil's first {'umprel-le nsil'e
Tu.r -Year I\{ission

' B(lR apprrrual uf Duirl Enrollment State tiuldelines

I fifJR apprural nf phasc nne nl' a (lurnrtrun Apprr,rach to Dual
Enrollment Tuition and Enrollment Furms

r frOR Apprnuitl uf a Z5-m{.}nth Implerlentatian Flan fon Ertenrting
tht-- ['ompre]rensiue Tu'n-Year h'Iissiq-rn to hkultana's fi\.e colleges
of tec-hnolog1, inclurling rebranding and renaming them

r ('rcatintr nf e [-orlprel-lellsiue h{issinn Task Force to guide the
proL-ess of ertending the L.onrplehensive tn'o-\'ear rnissirln tn the
flr t [-OTs including rehranding and reraanling t]rern

I Finallzirtinn of a uLlrrent repurt sumnrarizing the r"urretrt status in
relatiun tn cach uf thc hl c [.oltreges nf Teuhnntrngl irnrl the f []R
allproued l-omprehensil'e t\\'o-\'ear mis.qion

rrrtttrutt/r,rJ oll,rlr'_\ I F{/gE
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I Engaged the services of Strategies360, a Montana hased
communications altd etlgagetnent firm to assist n'ith the rebranding
and renaming of Montana s fil'e Collcges ol' fechnolp.-ey and g itfi
developing statewide awareness and brand for Moniunu', trvo-
year colleges and two-year programs

' Ler eraged support u ith the Montana's Carl Perkins Initiative.
Department of Labor. State Workforce Investment Board. and
the Office ol'Puhlic Instruction to develop and atlr,ance K-12 to
colle_{e educational and career pathrvays

' Initiated a statetvide 100 person t\\'o-\,ear educatign discussiorr
centered on the topic of "student Success" facilitated by
internationalll' recognized author,, Dr. Terry O'Banion, president
emeritus, I eague for Innovation of the Community College.

', fi\,e lister ls rrr,, be n'*,U inBeginning in october, fir'e listening sessions n,ill be
communities r,vhere Colleges of Technology reside. These listening
sessions will provide faculty, staff, students, and community
members rvith the opportunity to engage in dialogue regarding thl
College INOW strategy of extending the comprehensive mission
to each of the Colleges of Technolcgy including rebranding and
renanting them. In addition. the Cu*pi.hensive Mission Task Force
$'ill rl'ork n'ith the fir,e College of Technolog) campuses to clevelop
a plan and timeline lor expanding progruilming and services to
better reflect the BOR approved comprehensir,'e tw,o-\,ear mission.

Finally, Montana's two-year colleges and trvo-year programs rvill
rvork r,vith the Montana Digital Academy during the falfto expand
the breadth of offering of on-line dual enrollment courses to
Montana's high school students.

For questions or additional information, please feel free to contact
John E. Cech, Deputl' Cornmissioner for Trvo-Year and Communitl,
College Education, *ius*,h"Sil.Ll-{ffitrsr}$*l*ts or 406 -444-03 I 6.

Passitlnate about politics, colnllunitr,' senrice and the enl,ironmelt,
f.hristiana has put her{rrst dcgrec in pst'chologl'to usc as 11 political
and n{ npr(lfit funclraiser for the last 15 }'ears, She has s,orked as Ll

ski instructor and a rilfting guide. and u,hile these positions can be
impennanent and seasonal. she has loved all that h,{ontana has to off-er.

Tll'o )'ears ago, Ctrristiana's rnllm \\/fis diagnosed wnith a rare form
of pancreatic celncer. Tlie tr-ials and tribulations of tn'o )rears nf
surgeries . ne\n/ therapies . and hospital stalns hitlne been hard on
l-ler and her f;rrnilr'. But thrurugh this. tlllristilir-lil disr-nl,ercd a nL-\\,

passion - healing and me rJicine.
"Earl\n mornings arnd late nights in the trR haroe exposetl me
to medic;rl scienl-e" and I"\,e met so manlr n,onderful nurses and
medicitl professionals tvho harve taken sucl-l good clrre of m1, ntorl."
she said. "'I found nr1'self kee ping cletailectr medical journnls. lnrl
lcarning quite er L-rit from hcr r:arcgivers nnd ductnrs."

A feu'months ago" Christialna decrded to rnake a driunltic career
change and pursue a degree in nursitrg" The mlxture crf science and
healing drerv her to this professiott, and sl-le knenr ttrat 1s a nlrrse, she
w'ould he nhle to live ttnd ll'ork flfl1,'s,rftere in h{ontana. The prospect
of relocating. hou,'ever. for school noas dauntins.

L

After l'isiting u'ith the erdl,isors at LrM-Helena COT" Christirina
luunrl that she cuuld crntnt sLlmt'r-redits from her BA tr-nr,ard her
ne\\"degree, catt-h up nlt sotnt; math" and purslle a qualitv prr-rgrarrl
of studtr'. She began classes just a r-ouple u'eeks ago, anrl already
has takett ltthnantage of the tutoring center, She's fonnd a sr-rpportive
enlnirottnretrt. ernd s}-le's realll' enjnl,ing anmtomf and phy,sicllogl,-a
clirss she th'as looking foruard to especialll'. She has also heen able to
enrcll in a first respLrnder ski patrol L-rlurse. irnd is thrilled to he ablc tg
combine her ne\\i lol,e of merlicine u,ith her ald lol,e of skiing.

"Realll', it's the best decision l'tr,e made in a lnng time.I know,that I
hal'e some tough classes ahead, butI'm getting back into the student
rnent;rlity" and I am excited about the r-hitllenses ahearl."



Cottege!N0W LISTENING SE55l0NS SCHEDULE

Mon. Oct 3 UM Helena COT 4:00-5:15 pm Donaldson Campus 1115 N. Roberts St Lecture Hall 125

5:30{:45 pm Donaldson Campus I I l5 N. Roberts St Lecture Hall 125

Wed. Oct 5 MSU Billings COT 7:30-8:45 am COT Campus 3803 Central Health Sciences Bldg Rms
tt7In9

l:15-2:30 pm Senior Campus 1500 Universitv Dr Library 148 Lecture Hall
3:004:15 pm COT Campus 3803 Central Health Sciences Bldg, Rm 105

Thur. Oct 13 | UVt Missoula COT 7:15-8:30 am Doubletree 100 Madison "IJniversity of Montana" Room
9:00'-10: 15 am UM Main Campus 32 Campus Dr University Ctr. Theatre,

3rd Floor
5:00-6:15 pm COT Campus 909 S. Ave. West HB 11

Mon. Oct 17 | Montana Tech of UM 2:15-3:30 pm COT South Campus 25 Basin Creek Rd The Commons
4:00-5: 15 pm North Campus 1300 W Park St The Copper Lounge
5:30-6:45 pm North Campus 1300 W Park St The Copper Lounge

Wed. Oct 19 | MSU Great Falls COT 11:30am-12:45 pm Campus 2l0O 16th Ave So SIM Hospital
1:00-2:15 pm Campus 2lO0 l6th Ave So Heritage Hall
2:30-3:45 pm Campus 2l0O 16th Ave So Heritage Hall

*Participants will consist of faculty, staff, students and community members


